
UNITED WAY ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
How can you and your employees get involved?
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READINGPALS 
ReadingPals is an early literacy initiative focused on 
bringing community volunteers into prekindergarten 
classrooms to read to small groups of children to 
instill a love of reading. This weekly commitment of 
30-minute sessions lasts for 28 weeks. Program runs 
from September through May.

READ TOGETHER
Read Together is a flexible and customizable 
volunteer opportunity that brings one volunteer into 
a classroom to read to an entire pre-kindergarten 
classroom on a monthly basis. At the end of each 
reading session, each child will receive a copy of 
the book. Companies can adopt and sponsor one or 
more classrooms. This program requires a budget.

BOOK DRIVES 
Coordinate a book drive to benefit our ReadingPals 
program by working with our local partners at Books 
& Books. After completing the drive or sponsoring a 
purchase, volunteers have the opportunity to follow 
up with an additional component – help create and 
assemble the literacy kits that accompany the books 
they’ve collected. This project requires a budget.

LITERACY KIT ASSEMBLY 
Increasing the number of books available to children 
at home increases occurrences of reading with 
others, voluntary reading and overall improvement in 
basic literacy skills. Volunteering to create literacy kits 
helps students get the best possible start in school 
and in life. This project requires a budget.

READ FOR THE RECORD®

Jumpstart’s Read for the Record® is a global 
campaign that generates public support for  
high-quality early learning and highlights the 
importance of building children’s vocabulary and love 
for reading. Read for the Record® is Jumpstart’s most 
globally visible initiative, mobilizing over 14.5 million 
people since the campaign’s inception in 2006. Held 
in October, volunteers read the nationally selected 
book title to classrooms around the country and 
donate the book to the classroom’s library.
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VITA 
Help your community offer free tax preparation by 
becoming a volunteer with the Volunteer Income Tax 
Assistance (VITA) program. Volunteer training is offered 
at no cost, starting in November, and will be offered 
both online and in the classroom. All study materials 
will be provided, and both weekday and weekend hours 
will be available. Nearly 90,000 people volunteered 
and said “YES!” to making a difference during the 2017 
filing season resulting in 9,541 Miami-Dade individuals 
receiving over $4.4 million in tax credits. 

But not all VITA volunteers prepare taxes. There are 
roles available to suit a wide range of backgrounds 
and experience. Volunteers are expected to serve for 
at least 24-48 hours during mid-January to mid-April. 
Scheduling is flexible, and generally is on weeknights 
and/or weekends.

SOUND THE ALARM
In partnership with the American Red Cross, United 
Way organizes volunteers to install smoke alarms in 
high risk neighborhoods. Every day, seven people die 
in home fires, most in homes that lack working smoke 
alarms. Join us to help save lives in our community.

FOOD DRIVES
United Way of Miami-Dade’s Community Cupboards 
are year-round food pantries which provide families 
with nonperishable food and household supplies 
at no cost. Each month, eligible families suffering 
from food insecurity are welcome to “shop” at 
the Community Cupboard and choose the items 
they most need. We rely solely on donations from 
individuals and groups to keep the shelves stocked. 
Consider organizing a food drive to benefit one 
of our Cupboards. 

HOLIDAY DRIVES 
Holidays can be times of great stress for anyone. 
Many of our Miami-Dade County neighbors are 
facing tough times, and the traditional holiday 
season festivities can be a financial burden. The 
good news is that you can change that. United Way 
of Miami-Dade will equip companies with a holiday 
toolkit complete with resources to successfully 
organize a toy drive and/or holiday project to benefit 
a community agency.
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INTERACTIVE TOUR/REVERSE TOUR
Book a tour for your colleagues at one of our partner 
agencies to witness first-hand how your contributions 
positively impact our community. Or consider inviting 
clients of our partners to visit your office and host an 
interactive activity at your own headquarters.

LUNCH AND LEARN SEMINARS 
Host a Lunch and Learn Seminar at your office. These 
seminars are designed to inform participants about 
practical skills, techniques, or ideas they can use in 
their work or daily lives. United Way Center for Financial 
Stability (CFS) Lunch and Learn Seminars cover a 
range of topics including money management, how to 
improve your credit score, debt management, savings 
and budgeting skills, and how to reach financial goals. 
Caregivers UNITED Lunch and Learn Seminars focus 
on stress management and family dynamics focused 
on those caring for older adults. 

UNITED WAY COMMITTEES AND IMPACT COUNCILS 
Volunteers are essential to United Way’s operations. 
Volunteers on committees and councils help 
generate funds, invest in the community, advocate on 
key issues and provide standards and governance. 
As part of United Way’s community plan, volunteers 
commit to helping United Way achieve key goals in 
the areas of education, financial stability and health.

UNITED WAY EVENTS 
Attend our annual United Way events and networking 
functions to raise funds, support our mission, 
generate awareness, make connections and foster 
goodwill to the community. United Way hosts several 
events including VeritageMiami, Women United 
Breakfast, The Mayor’s Ball, United Way Annual 
Meeting and Volunteer Awards Program, UPS 5K 
Run/Walk, and many more. Please see our website 
for updated information.

IMPACT PARTNER VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 
We invite you to give your time to assist one of 
our impact partner organizations. It takes all of 
us working together to create a more educated, 
prosperous and healthy Miami-Dade, and you are 
essential to realizing that vision for our community. 
Our website lists current volunteer opportunities and 
needs at several of our impact partner sites.

Contact your United Way of Miami-Dade representative for more information, to sponsor and/or sign up for 
one or more of these opportunities.

Together, we can fight for a stronger Miami.
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